Abstract: The third African Metagynella Berlese, 1919 species (Metagynella masani sp. n.) is described in this paper. Original drawing and scanning micrographs of the new species are given.
Introduction
Metagynuridae Balogh, 1943 is one of the most speciespoor Uropodina mite families. This is a monophyletic family with only one genus, Metagynella Berlese, 1919 (Farrier & Hennessey 1996) . Recently, only 15 Metagynella species are known world-wide: five species are known from the Indo-Malay region, four species from North and Central America, one species from Cuba, one species from Japan, one species from Madagascar, two species from Europe and one species from Africa (Wiśniewski 1993; Wiśniewski & Hirschmann 1993) . The African species, Metagynella africana Ryke, 1958, was described from South Africa; it was collected near Potchefstroom (Ryke 1958) .
In previous papers several Uropodina genera from East African countries were investigated and a number of new species from this large area were described (Kontschán 2004 (Kontschán , 2006a . In one of the several investigated materials a Metagynella species was found, which has been proved to be new to science.
Material and methods
Mite specimens were studied with traditional methods. They were cleared with a mixture of lactic acid and gelatin, and drawings were made with camera lucida. Scanning micrographs were taken in the Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest with a HITACHI SN 2600 scanning electron microscope. The specimens of the new species are stored on slides and deposited in the Soil Zoology Collections of the Hungarian Natural History Museum. Measurements are given in micrometers (µm).
Metagynella masani sp. n. (Figs 1-6)
Diagnosis. Setae on dorsal shield simple and needlelike. Sternal shield with four pairs of setae, one pair of sternal setae near anterior margin of genital shield placed in small pit. Genital shield of female subtriangular, anterior margin between coxae IV.
Description. Female. Length of idiosoma 390-400 µm, width 250-260 µm (n = 3). Shape oval, posterior margin rounded.
Dorsal side (Fig. 1) . Setae on the posterior margin of dorsal shield shorter than majority of other dorsal setae, all dorsal setae smooth, simple and needle-like. Sculptural pattern of dorsal shield lacking, but small alveolar ornamentation can be found in the central part of the dorsal shield. Marginal shield without sculpture and with smooth and needle-like setae (Fig. 5) .
Ventral side (Figs 2, 3) . Sternal shield without sculptural pattern, four sternal setae short, smooth and needle-like, setae St2 absent [chaetotaxy according to Camin (1953) and Ryke (1958) shield without ornamentation, all ventral setae smooth, simple, needle-like and longer than sternal setae. One pair of setae localized near the posterior margin of genital shield, as long as sternal setae. Stigmata situated between coxae II and III. Shape of peritreme is shown in Fig. 2 .
Genital shield subtriangular (Fig. 4) , length of genital shield 100-105 µm, width (in the posterior margin of genital shield) 60-65 µm, without sculptural pattern and anterior process. Anterior margin of genital shield between coxae IV.
Gnathosoma. Corniculi horn like, laciniae two times longer than corniculi, and with short spines on their margin. Hypostomal setae short and smooth, h1 spine-like, h2, h3 and h4 needle-like. Basal part of epistome not clearly visible, apical part long, narrow and with short spines on its margin. Tritosternum not clearly visible. Chelicerae without nodus, digitus fixus longer than digitus mobilis, tooth of chelicerae not clearly visible.
Legs. Tarsus I without ambulacral apparatus and with long terminal setae. Claws, pulvilli and pretarsi well developed on legs II-IV. Tarsi II-IV with spine-like setae, other setae on legs II-IV smooth and needle-like.
Male. Length of idiosoma 410 µm, width 290 µm (n = 1). Shape oval, posterior margin rounded. Dorsal side similar to the female.
Ventral side (Fig. 6) . Sternal shield without ornamentation, well sclerotised area between St5 and x1. Sternal setae smooth, short and needle-like, St1 longer than other sternal setae, St2 absent. Ventral setae sim- ilar to female. Genital shield oval and situated between coxae IV.
Gnathosoma: Not clearly visible (covered by coxae I).
Legs. Similar to female. Trochanter of legs II with one robust spine.
Nymph and larva unknown. Etymology. The name of the new species is dedicated to Dr. Peter Mašán, a noted acarologist, who helped the author in acarological studies.
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Remarks. The form of the female genital shield is unique in this genus. Another African species, Metagynella africana Ryke, 1958 , is similar to the new species; the female of M. africana has an oval form of genital shield, three pairs of setae are near the margin of ventral shield and the distances between these setae are equal. The female of the new species has a subtriangular genital shield, four pairs of setae are near the margin of ventral shield and the distances between these setae are unequal, the distance between two setae (near the anus) is shorter than the distances between the other setae.
